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£
am hoping my re-
search will assist folk
both in Newburghin
Fife and in Kirriein
Angus aswell as other
renders tounderstand the
significance of this carillon
of bells, which Ithink have
agreat storytotell. '
Armistice offers an op-
swbortunity to reflect on our
shared experiences as com-
munities, families, nations
and global citizens. To mark
the 1918 centenary, the Scot-
. tish Chamber Orchestra is
to engage people throughout |
Scotland in the composition
and performance of a new
work exploring themes of
celebration, loss, commu-
* hityidentity and the legacy of
warand will incorporate the
dofbells throughout
" /

vember 2018, 100

Anee Armistice, bells

rlng out in unison across

¢ country. Despite the si-
lence during current build-

. Ing works Big Ben will also

strike at 11am to mark the

~ finalyear of the First World
War centenary commemo- |
rations. Church bells across
the UK remained restricted
throughout the course of

+ the war and only rang freely
once Armistice was declared |
in1918. A campaign by the
Church Bell Ringers called
‘Ringing Remembers’ hopes *

| toreeruit bell ringers who
will keep this traditional
British art alive In memory

- ofthe 1,400 who lost their
lives - llnklng‘tog'ether past,
present and future, The
campa:gn will be a fitting

. endto the many events that
have marked anniversary
ofthe First World War and
atribute to the heroic men
and women who sacrificed

the First World War alive for

generations to come, even ag

itfalls out of living memory,
On 11 November 1918 the

ringing of church bells erupt- ‘

ed spontaneously across the
country, as an outpouring of

- rveliefthat four years of war

had come to an end and 100
years later, the day will begin
at the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission Cem-
etery near Mons, Belgium

- where the war began in1914,
| where the war's first and

. lastcasualtieslie asit offers

. afitting place to reflect on

the cost of thewar, Soitis

| thatacarillon of eight bells,
. castin1921, that reside now
~ inKirriemuir have a poign-
~ anttaletotelland they will

ring out along with others

- throughout the country on

that day. This carillon was
originally in a church in Fife

. somuch for the freedomswe |
- enjoy today. The priority now |
. mustbe to make sure we con- |
~ tinueto keep the history of

and was a memorial to their
dead of WW1. One bell has
the names of Thomas Stalker |

- Greigand Hugh Young Ar-

| nottcastonit.

i

| makers of the bells, “Gil-

Having written to the

| letand Johnston” and

| researched the history of
'~ thebellsvia the Croydon Li-

| brary,Icannowconfirm that |
| thewar memorial peal of
- bellswasgifted to Newburgh

| Greig, of Newburgh in Fife,
. and wasreported in the Glas-
' gow Herald (in March 1922)

Parish Church by MrT.S.

. asfollows: “The war memori- |
| alpeal ofbells gifted to New-
' rungforthe first time yes-

~ ducted by the Rev. Dr John

| mural tablet containing the

. Newburghin WWI. But why
| arethey nowin Kirriemuir?

. The elght Newburgh War Memarlal bells now In St Mary'sbll tower n Kirlomuir,

burgh Parish Church by Mr
T.S. Greig, Newburgh, were

terday after the service con-

Smith, Partick, at which a

names of 11 men of the parish

who fell in war was unveiled.”
Sothis peal of bells was

amemorial to the dead of

Newburgh in Fife became a
parish in1622, and the parish

church wasbuiltin 1876. But
this Fife church was demol-
ished in1967, (the site isnow
occupied by St. Katherine’s
Court, amodern residential
development), but the bells
wererecovered and moved
to St Mary’sin Kirriemuir,
which had a bell tower, but
never had any bells. We know
this, as the church records
show the bells were re-ded-
icated in Kirriemuir by Rev.

' Michael Hare-Duke in1970.

The Friends of the Laing mu-

. seumin Newburgh visited St
Mary’sin Kirrieto see ftheir’

bells two years ago. The sta-
tistics of the former New-
burgh bells that were moved
to St Mary's in Kirriemuir in
1970 are below: Bell Number
8, Size 36", Note A; No7, 32", B;
No8, 29", C#; Nos, 277, D; No4,
24.5", E; Nog, 22”, Fi; Nog,
20" G#; No1,19" A.
According to Gillet &

. Johnstone (Croydon) Ltd.

i

many memorial bells were
cast and we know carillons
ofbells were sent to Canada
and New Zealand as memori-
alsofthe war. :

One carillon of 49 bells
made by Gillett & Johnston
arrived in New Zealand
inJanuary1931. The bells
ranged from one weighing a
shade more than 4 kg, up to
one weighing 5 tonnesand
measuring 2m by 1.6 m.
Their total weight was more
than 30 tonnes and they
cost £11,000. However the
biggest carillon Gillett’s

. evermadewasin1g31 and

was destined for Riverside
Church in New York which
was 72 bells, The 20-ton
‘Bourdon’ bellis the larg-
est turned bellin the world.
Soaswe arrive at the 100th
anniversary of Armistice, I
hopeyou will listen out for
the bells as this will remind
us ofthisimportant story
and share our local connec-

| tionstotheFirstand Second
' World Wars.




